244                 OUR EVOLVING CIVILIZATION
In 1900 it was decreed thai flic capital should be built in I lie state
of New South Wales; but, parity due lo flic jealousy of the other
states, it was ruled flint" the city should not be less Shan 100 miles
from Sydney (the stale capital). Since the western part of New South
Wales is so hot and dry, if: was clear fhat the new eily must develop in
the rather elevated and wetter areas in the east of the slate. After much
discussion Canberra was chosen; and the territory around the* capital,
comprising 900 square miles, wtis vested in the Commonwealth on
January 1, 1911.
The two first pasforalists settled in this district, about HO miles
south-west of Sydney, around 1823. One of Iheso ranchers tisecl the
name "Canbcrry" for the district which surrounded his location; it is
probably of native origin, though its meaning is not known. His head
ranche house at Acton became the centre of the survey of the Territory
begun in 1910. To the cast was the raochc of Duntroon, and this
is now the headquarters of the "Australian Sandhurst" or "West Point."
The ranche house to the west, "Yarralumlu/' is now used as a residence
for the Governor-General. The whole of the Federal Territory before
1910 was occupied by a score of "stations" (ranches), mostly raising
sheep; but in the very rugged south-west section beyond Tharwa cattle
are grazed. The total population of the Territory about 1910 was around
1,500. Apart from the main ranche houses there were only two or three
other houses and an old church on the capital site. Most of these are
indicated on Fig. 73.
It is interesting to look back over thirty years to the very beginnings
of Canberra, The writer had described the physiography of the upper
Molonglo (which flows through Canberra) as early as 1907 (in his
study of Lake George), but did not actually visit the site until July,
1910. At this time the Federal Survey was housed in tents just north
of Red Hill, where the Prime Minister's Lodge has since been built.
To the north was an old brick building, which was reputed to have
housed the convicts who helped the squatters (ranchers) in the early
days of the settlement. Near the centre of the present city I found.
my first Echidna, the creature like a hedgehog in appearance, but so
primitive biologically that it antedates the marsupials, and still lays
eggs like a reptile. I roamed all over the Territory on a bicycle in those
early days, preparing a contour survey from which a model was built
One day, before the capital was formally taken over, we raised the
Federal flag in a huge eucalypt overhanging the tents. It was my